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IT s Young Veteran
M elissa Sue A nderson , 1 8 , Grows Up on  Show I ■SnISI Jw*

By T A R IS  SAVELL
T e l e v i s i o n  v i e w e r s  h a v e  

w a tc h ed  Melissa S u e  A nderson  
g row  f rom  a chi ld  to a young  
w o m an .

When sh e  w as  l l ,  sh e  w as  cast 
as Mary Ingalls , t h e  o ld e r  s is te r  in 
NBC-TV's  Lit t le  H o u s e  on the  
Prairie .  N ow Missy, as he r  f r iends  
call her, is 18 and  s h e ’s co n ce rn ed  
ab o u t  h e r  career.

“ I d o n ' t  w a n t  to be typecas t  as- 
M ary  Ingalls  all m y  life." she  said. 
" T h a t ’s a lways a ser ious  p ro b lem  
w h e n  you  a p p e a r  o n  a wes tern  or 
per iod  show , an d  th is  one  is both.
I j u s t  d o n ’t w a n t  to be  playing a 
little blind girl in th e  s t icks  for 
years  and  years .  T h a t ’s w hy I ’ve 
b ran ch e d  ou t  and d o n e  a coup le  o f  
Qther shows,  inc lud ing  a Love 
Boat  and  a Movie o f  th e  Week for 
C B S .”

W hen Missy originally s ta r ted  in 
th e  success fu l  series,  he r  ch a ra c 
te r  w as  not blind; S h e  was a bit 
leery o f  th e  p ro p o sed  change.

Recognized More
” 1 f i g u r e d  o n c e  M a ry  w e n t  

b lind,  I’d be s h ip p e d  off to a b l ind  
school and  I ’d really b e  o u t  o f  .the 
sh o w ,"  sh e  said. " B u t  Mike L o n 
don  kep t  tell ing m e it w ou ld  be 
good and  to t r u s t  h im .  And h e ’s 
right.  I ’m get t ing  m ore  a t ten t ion  
n ow  th a n  ever. All o f  a  s u d d e n  
people  recognize  m e  on th e  street. 
M aybe  peop le  na tu ra l ly  pay m ore  
a t ten t ion  to y o u  w h e n  you  have  a 
h an d icap .”

S t r a n g e l y  e n o u g h ,  m a n y  
v iewers  ac tual ly  th in k  th a t  Missy 
h e rse l f  is b l ind  and  th a t  th e  c h a r 
ac te r  w as  w r i t ten  so sh e  could  
s tay  in th e  show.

Melissa, how ever ,  is an  active, 
no rm al  18-year-old. S h e  lives with 
h e r  m o th e r  in San  F e rn a n d o  Val-
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le y ,  C a l i f . ,  r i d e s  h o r s e s ,  a n d  
s tud ies  d isco danc ing  and  singing.

" I ’m t rea ted  ju s t  like all o the r  
k ids  a re .” Missy said, " e x c e p t  that  
I -have a lot m ore  prob lem s ,  like 
incom e tax. I even  get a m on th ly  
a l lowance.  I n ickel-and-d im e my 
m oney  aw ay—n o th ing  big."

T h e  peti te  five-foot, four-inch 
a c t r e s s  s e e m s  o l d e r  t h a n  h e r  
years ,  a fact s h e  a t t r ibu tes  to 
a lways  being  a round  adu l ts  and  
rarely a ro u n d  peop le  her  o w n  age. 
S h e  a l so  f ee l s  t h a t  t h e  h a n d i 
c a p p e d  M a r y  c h a r a c t e r  h a s  
m a tu re d  h e r  th ink ing .

“ I ’v e  b e c o m e  m o r e  u n d e r 
s tan d in g  a b o u t  peop le  with  p h y s i 
cal p rob lem s ,"  s h e  said. "I  used to 
be in tr igued  by people  w ho  were 
b l ind ;  n ow  I d o n ' t  pay  a t ten t ion  to 
them ,  an d  tha t 's  th e  way it should  
be. T h ey  w an t  to b e  t rea ted  ju s t  as 
o th e r  p eo p le .”

A nd,  j u s t  like a lot of  o th e r  p e o 
ple, Melissa is also a fan.

"A t  th e  NBC affiliates* d inner ,"  
sh e  said ,  "all th e  n e tw o rk  stars  
w ere  s tand ing  in a long line w ait
ing to be  in t ro d u ce d  individually.  
A nd  r tu rn ed  a ro u n d ,  an d  Jam es .  
G a r n e r  w a s  s t a n d i n g  tw o  fee t  
f rom me. I love him. H e ’s so g o o d 
looking. I finally w e n t  u p  to h im  
after staring and  told h im  how 
m u c h  I adm ired  h im . And. let me 
tell you,  he  looks even b e t te r  In 
person.  i .

S h y n e s s  Show's
"I t  was  excit ing  for m e— it really 

w as—but  I d id n ’t ask for h is  au to 
graph.  I’m a bit shy, and  it was 
hard  for me to get up th e  ne rve  to  
go up to him. I f igured  nobody  
else w as  going to in t ro d u c e  me. so 
I found  th e  cou rage  real qu ick ly ."

Her p resen t  acting ch o res  are 
ta k e n  care  o f  as  long as Litt le 
H ouse  co n t in u es  th e  way it is. But 
w ha t  does  Missy see in her  long- 
range  plans?

" I ’d l ike to w ork  with  J a n e  F o n 
da one  day. I’d like to do  feature 
pictures.  I also w o u ld n ’t mind 
d irec t ing  w h e n  I ’m good enough .  
I d o n ’t w an t  to be  ju s t  iViediqcre 
w i th  it—I want  to be  great  at it. 
A nd  I w o n ’t do  it unti l  I k n o w  I ’m 
be t te r  than  average. I’m  always  
w atch ing  Mike d irec t  and  trying 
to learn. I’d also like to be  c o n 
s idered  a great  ac t ress  som eday ."

Melissa 's  new fo u n d  recognition 
is a learning ex p e r ie n ce  for her.

•‘Being recognized n ow  d o e s n ’t 
really b o the r  m e.  bu t  I c a n ’t h o n 
estly say  I th r ive  on it e i ther ,” she  
said. “ But if you  d o n ’t get it, you  
have to worry.  I’m  ou tgo ing  w hen  
I know' people,  bu t  i t’s h a rd  for  m e  
t o  m e e t  s t r a n g e r s .  B u t ;  I ’m 
teaching  m y se l f  to get o ver , tha t .  
T h a t ’s the.  b u s in e s s  I 'm in, so I 
have  to learn."

Are They D oing I t  the Wrong Way?
Lyricist  T im Rice (left), sh o w n  with  c o m p o se r  A n d re w  L loyd  W eb 

ber  d u n n g  a visit to  New' York City, co n ced es  tha t  the i r  w ay  o f  do in g  
m usica ls  is different.  T he  song team  p ro d u ces  a record a lb u m  first. If 
t h a t ’s a hit then  they  go ahead  and do  tire play. Tire te a m  w'as 
successfu l  with  " J e s u s  C h n s t  S u p e r s t a r ’’ and  now' they  h o p e  Hic s am e  
b ack w ard  te c h n iq u e  will w o rk  for "Evita ,"  the i r  n e x t  B ro ad w ay  effort.

G odzilla: F am ed C reature B ack  in  B usiness
Japanese Movie M onster Hero o f  Nuclear Power Plant Accident

Godzilla, the  J a p a n e s e  movie  
m o n s te r  th a t  first s to m p e d  ac ross  
th e  screen  25 years  ago  as  a film 
a r g u m e n t  a g a i n s t  th e  A -b o m b .  
will m a k e  a co m e b a c k  n e x t  yea r  
as th e  h e ro  o f  a n uc lea r  pow er  
p lan t  acc iden t .  ?

Born  in the  S o u th  Seas  as a 
resu l t  of  U.S. a tom ic  b o m b  te s t 
ing, and  a ve te ran  in the  fight 
aga inst  th e  powrers  of  evil, t h e  p r e 
historic  m o n s te r  will r e a p p e a r  a f 
ter  a  six-year  absence ,  ap p a ren t ly  
a con f i rm ed  good guy.

" I t  will Ire a serious film, ju s t  
like th e  first movie ,  w h ich  w as  a 
react ion  to uncon tro l led  atomic 
b o m b  tes t ing  in the  a tm o sp h e re ."  
said T om oyuk i  Tanaka ,  p res iden t  
of  the  T oho  Motion P ic tu re  C o m 
pany  in Tokyo.

“We are  in th e  m idd le  o f  s c r ip t 
writing. T h e  J a p a n e s e  are  now- 
fearful o f  the  fu tu re  m u c h  as at the  
t i m e  o f  t h e  1954 f i l m , ’’ s a i d  
Tanaka ,  c rea to r  o f  th e  series  o f  15 
m ovies  s ta rr ing  a g ian t  flying p re 
h is tor ic  m o n s te r  t h a t  tore  u p  c o m 

m u te r  t ra ins  and  k icked  its way 
th ro u g h  oil refineries.

T h e  m o n s t e r ’s 2 5 th  b i r t h d a y  
was ce leb ra ted  in J u ly  in  New 
York  City an d  in A ugus t  in Tokyo  
with a sc reen ing  of  all 15 films. 
T an a k a  said th e  new' film is a re
s p o n s e  to r e n e w e d  p o p u l a r  i n 
te res t  in Godzilla.

G o d z i l l a  t o y s  b r o u g h t  in  
$4,500,000 for m a k e rs  in  th e  last 
fou r  years ,  an d  b o o k s  and  o the r  
m em orab i l ia  are  also sa id  to be 
selling well  after  a lapse. "

Ishiro  Honda,  d i rec to r  o f  IO of  
th e  15 movies,  said, "We w e n t  
downhil l  in th e  last  five or  six 
p i c t u r e s .  T h e  f i r s t  f i l m  w a s  
pacif is t ic  in in ten t .”

T a n a k a  said E u ro p e an  crit ics 
saw Godzil la as a J a p a n e s e  reac
t ion  to the  a tom ic  b o m b in g  of  
H irosh im a  and  Nagasaki  by the  
U nited  S ta tes  d u n n g  th e  Second 
World War. ,

"I  th in k  th a t  appra isa l  is co r 
r e c t , "  T a n a k a  s a id .  " G o d z i l l a  
s h o w s  t h e  J a p a n e s e  a t t i t u d e  
toward  th e  a tom.

“T he  m o n s te r  tu rn e d  friendly in 
l a t e r  f i l m s  a n d ,  in  o n e  e p i c ,  
w arded  off  m o n s te r s  f rom  ou te r  
space.

M onster Emerges
In  t h e  f i r s t  f i lm ,  a m o n s t e r  

em erg e s  from th e  d e p th s  o f  the  
S o u t h  P a c i f i c  a f t e r  U .S.  a t o m  
b o m b  tes t ing  in the  Bikini  atoll.

In tire A m er ican  version, Ray
m o n d  Burr ,  la ter  to be  k n o w n  as 
Per ry  M ason  and  Ironside ,  p layed  
th e  par t  of  an A m er ican  repor te r  
investiga ting th e  a p p e a ra n c e  o f  a 
m o n s t e r  in  J a p a n .  B u r r ’s i n 
vest igat ing  activities w e re  s h o t  in 
Hollywood an d  spl iced  into the

J a p a n e s e  m otion  p ic ture .  - v -
Tire first film fea tu red  m ajo r  

J a p a n e s e  actors ,  b u t  th e  later, 
c h e a p e r  films used  m os t ly  lesser- 
k n o w n  y o u n g e r  ta lent.

"Godzi l la  is a h a rd  a c t  to fol
low," said d i rec to r  Honda.

T here  was even  a Godzil la  film 
that  dea lt  with  the  d an g e rs  o f  in 
dustr ia l  pollut ion, w h ich  a re  very 
s e r i o u s  i n  J a p a n .  A n o t h e r  
m o n s te r  called H edora .  f rom  the  
J a p a n e s e  w ord  " h e d o ro ” m ean ing  
industr ia l  s ludge ,  rose  from po l
lu ted J a p a n e s e  seas  and  engu lfed  
every th ing  in its path.

Godzil la in J a p a n  is k n o w n  irs 
“Gojira," ap p a re n t ly  a c o m b in a 
t i o n  o f  g o r i l l a  ( “ g o r i r a "  in 
J a p a n e s e )  a n d  ‘‘k u j i r a , "  t a o  
J a p a n e s e  word for whale.

"T h e  oil shor tage ,  th e  p ro sp ec ts  
of  a th ird  world  war,  food s h o r t 
age, and  th e  possib i l i ty  o f  an o th e r  
giant e a r th q u a k e  are n ow  b e g in 
ning to p re o cc u p y  th e  J a p a n e s e  
m u c h  like th e  a to m  b o m b  d id  25 
years  ago."  T a n a k a  said.

A sked  if  t h e  n e x t  m o n s t e r  epic 
will deal w ith  these  fears,  h e  said, 
"I d o n ’t th in k  w e ’ll be all tha t  
logical."

Little Rascals in Christmas Special

G od zilla  Returns: Godzil la ,  Ithe J a p a n e s e  m ovie  
m o n s te r ,  b o m  25 years  ago in th e  S o u th  Seas  as  a- 
resu l t  o f  U.S. A -bom b testing and  seen  he re  in

" T h e  Litt le  Rascals  C hr is tm as  
Specia l ,” th e  first te levis ion p ro 
d u c t io n  based  on the  classic film 
com edies ,  will be  p re se n te d  Dec. 3 
o n  th e  N B C  Televis ion Network .

T h e  f i v e  y o u n g  c h a r a c t e r s ,  
w h o se  antics  s p a rk e d  th e  action in 
film com ed ies  b e tw e e n  1922 and  
1938, will b e  spo t l igh ted  in this 
n ew  an im a ted  p ro d u c t io n :

T h e  Lit t le  Rasca ls  include: 
ba t t le  aga ins t  King K ong  in  a 1974 film, is s la ted to S p an k y ,  eight,  w ho  is chubby*, 
re tu rn  to th e  sc reen .  Godzil la  will be  d ep ic te d  as bright,  w ise  b e y o n d  his  yea rs  iind 
th e  h e ro  o f  an  ac c id en t  at a  nuc lea r  p o w er  plant,  a b o m  leader.

Al f a l f a ,  IO, s k i n n y ,  f r e c k l e 
faced, and  th e  e ternal  rom an t ic  
with  an  inc red ib le  cowlick s t ick 
ing up  from his s l icked-dow n  hair.

Darla, nine, th e  cu te  h ea r t th ro b  
o f  the  fourth  grade, for w hom  
Alfalfa pines.

S tym ie ,  ab o u t  nine, b r igh t  and 
f r i s ky .  H e  is  S p a n k y ’s c l o s e s t  
friend an d  usually  w o rk s  ou t  d e 
tails o f  his pa l’s wild  schem es .

P o rky ,  four, is S p a n k y ’s kid 
bro ther .  He ca n  ju s t  a b o u t  toddV1, 
a ro u n d  b u t  c a n ’t sp eak  too well.
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